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ABSTRACT

A transition towards renewable energy productionris proposed solution as one means of reducirengoeise
gas emissions. In this regard, photovoltaic citipamticipation initiatives are a cornerstone intéosg the
diffusion of renewables allowing for active citizemgagement. This article investigates the drivmrkind
people’s decision to participate in two selectedstlian citizen participation initiatives in the lIfie of
photovoltaics based on a survey of 870 (potendidfpters. In addition to commonly used indicatorariables
assessing both — people’s desires, (their goalgreferences’ with respect to energy autonomy, mvhental
protection, financial aspects, etc.), and theiridf&l (how likely they think their participation ia citizen
participation initiative in the field of photovolts will help them achieve these goals) are alstu@ed in the
analysis. The findings show that people’s desimes reot decisive in deciding on PV participationd athat
financial beliefs are the main driver behind jotsuch an initiative. This focus on financial gelearly poses a
risk in any attempted transition towards renewanlergy production, as it indicates that adopteng withdraw
from participation as soon as a more attractivestiment opportunity becomes available. It alsocaugis that
subsidized feed-in tariffs are likely to be essariti any long-term transition policy.
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