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ABSTRACT  

Mitochondrial electron transport chain (ETC) targeting shows a great promise in cancer 

therapy. It is particularly effective in tumors with high ETC activity where ETC-derived 

reactive oxygen species (ROS) are efficiently induced. Why modern ETC-targeted 

compounds are tolerated on the organismal level remains unclear. As most somatic cells are 

in non-proliferative state, the features associated with the ETC in quiescence could account 
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