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Abstract 

Cochlear neurodegeneration commonly accompanies hair cell loss resulting from 

aging, ototoxicity, or exposures to intense noise or blast overpressures. However, the 

precise pathophysiological mechanisms that drive this degenerative response have not 

been fully elucidated.  Our laboratory previously demonstrated that non-transgenic rats 

exposed to blast overpressures exhibited marked somatic accumulation of neurotoxic 

variants of the microtubule-associated protein, Tau, in the hippocampus.  In the present 

study, we extended these analyses to examine neurodegeneration and pathologic Tau 
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