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Abstract 16 

The objective of the study was to compare the behavior of sows before and after farrowing 17 

with a focus on lying behavior and side preference in a lateral position. Collecting information 18 

on normal and deviant behaviors may consequently improve the care and welfare of animals 19 

and severe variations can indicate possible welfare issues. The study was conducted on a 20 

farrow-to-finish-farm with 14 crossbred sows. For each sow, behavior was analyzed by video 21 

observation (continuous sampling) on two days, one before (3 or 4 days after transfer to the 22 

trial compartment) and one after farrowing (2nd day after farrowing). The duration and 23 
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