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Highlights 

 The anticoccidial vaccines may lead to transient performance deterioration in broilers. 

 The increased dietary CP level and herbal extracts ameliorated partially this effect. 

 The studied dietary treatments did not interfere with circulation of vaccine’s oocysts. 

ABSTRACT 

The experiment was designed as a 2 x 2 x 2 factorial arrangement with 6 replicate pens per 

treatment (8 male Ross 308 chicks per pen) conducted from 1 to 42 d of age to evaluate the 

effect of dietary crude protein level (CP) and herbal extract blend on performance indices, 

results of slaughter analysis, and oocyst shedding in broilers vaccinated against coccidiosis. 

Treatments included a lack or single dose of live anticoccidial vaccine (Livacox T®, 

administered at 1 d of age, VAC), normative (21.6 and 20 % in the starter and grower-finisher 

feeding phase, respectively) or increased (23.6 and 21.6 % in the starter and grower-finisher 

feeding phase, respectively) dietary crude protein level, with or without supplementation with 

an herbal extract blend (Echinacea purpurea, Salvia officinalis, Thymus vulgaris, Rosmarinus 
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