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Abstract  

Effective protection against sea lice (Lepeoptheirus salmonis and Caligus elongatus) was 

documented over three years during the production of Atlantic salmon (Salmo salar) in floating 

enclosures with water intake at 25 m depth. Moderate to high sea lice abundance in reference 

groups in open cages confirmed the presence of infective sea lice copepodites in the surface water 

around the cages. In the closed cages, sea lice were only recorded after fish had been moved 

between cages with well boats, or when the cages were stocked with fish transferred from open 

cages. When fish were exposed to sea lice in the closed cages, the recorded abundance was low and 

with no signs of sea lice reproduction within the cages. Records of mortality and growth during the 

test period indicate that production in closed sea cages is possible without adverse effects on survival 

or growth rates. 
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