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ABSTRACT 

Knowledge of mastitis pathogens and their predominance as well as understanding of risk 

factors are prerequisites to improve udder health in a herd, region or country. In Ethiopia, 

such information is scarce, despite the fact that mastitis is an important cattle disease in the 

country. A cross-sectional study that describes prevalence and causative agents of subclinical 

mastitis (SCM) as well as risk factors at cow and herd level was conducted on 167 dairy 

farms in North-West Ethiopia. On average, 33% of the quarters and 62% of the cows were 
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