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Abstract 

Since 2002, a national cattle health surveillance system (CHSS) is in place that consists of several 

surveillance components. The CHSS combines enhanced passive reporting, diagnostic and post-mortem 

examinations, random surveys for prevalence estimation of endemic diseases and quarterly data 

analysis. The aim of the data-analysis component, which is called the Trend Analysis Surveillance 

Component (TASC), is to monitor trends and developments in cattle health using routine census data. 

The challenges that were faced during the development of TASC and the merits of this surveillance 

component are discussed, which might be of help to those who want to develop a monitoring and 

surveillance system that includes data analysis. When TASC was developed, there were process-

oriented challenges and analytical related issues that had to be solved. Process-oriented challenges 

involved data availability, confidentiality, quality, uniformity and economic value of the data. 

Analytical issues involved data validation, aggregation and modeling. Eventually, the results had to 

provide information on cattle health that was intuitive to the stakeholders and that could support 
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