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Original Article 
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Highlights 

 Local anaesthetics present in vitro antimicrobial activity against common equine pathogens. 

 Local anaesthetics have antimicrobial activity against both Gram-positive and Gram-negative 

bacteria.  

 Lidocaine has the most potent antimicrobial effect followed by bupivacaine and mepivacaine. 

 The antimicrobial effect questions the need for routine prophylactic antibiotics during diagnostic 

analgesia in horses. 
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