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Abstract:  

The Veterans Administration (VA) has been committed to academic affiliate training partnerships for nearly 70 

years in efforts to enhance veteran-centric health care. One such effort, the VA Nursing Academy (VANA) program, 

was developed in 2007 in response to the nationwide nursing shortage and began as a five-year pilot with funding 

competitively awarded to 15 partnerships between local VA medical centers and schools of nursing. The VANA 

program evolved into the VA Nursing Academic Partnership (VANAP) program following the initial pilot. This article 

describes the development and evolution of the Charleston VANAP, which includes the Ralph H Johnson VA 

Medical Center (RHJ VAMC) and the Medical University of South Carolina College of Nursing (MUSC CON). The 

Charleston VANAP is the only program in the nation to offer three different nurse trainee programs and this article 

highlights some of the more notable achievements from each program. 
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