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Abstract 

Background. Opioid-induced constipation (OIC) is one of the most frequent and severe adverse 

events (AEs) following treatment with opioids. Recent studies have indicated that fixed-ratio 

combination prolonged-release oxycodone/naloxone (OXN PR) could decrease OIC with similar 

pain relief compared with other opioids. 

Objectives. We systematically reviewed (PROSPERO registration numbers: CRD42016036244) 

the constipation relief of OXN PR compared with other opioids regardless of formulation, 

prolonged-release or extended-release used for the relief of chronic pain. 

Methods. Relevant studies were identified by searching PubMed, EMBASE, Web of Science, and 

the Cochrane library from inception to May 2016, with an update to December 2016. We 
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