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Clinical Practice Points  
 
• What is already known about this subject? 
 
Prognostication improves by addition of clinicopathologic factors to the current colorectal cancer 
staging systems. Preoperative Neutrophil to Lymphocyte Ratio (NLR) correlates with poor prognosis 
and recurrence rate in colorectal cancer. 
 
• What are the new findings? 
Preoperative Neutrophil to Lymphocyte Ratio correlates with worse disease-free and overall survival in 
stage I to III colon but not rectal cancer patients. High NLR was associated with location and grade of 
the tumor.  
 
• How might it impact on clinical practice in the foreseeable future? 
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