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rial Office. Once the submission files are uploaded, the system
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The Journal will consider for publication suitable articles on
topics pertaining to ultrasonic examination of the cardiovascular
system or echocardiography. All communications relating to
the editorial management of the Journal should be sent to
Alan S. Pearlman, MD, FASE.

Sections
The following sections are established features of the Journal.
Original investigations. Original, in-depth investigations, related
experimental research articles. (See “‘Preparation of Manuscripts.””)
Review articles. Concise and comprehensive articles devoted to
reviewing a certain area or topic.
Forum. Letters to the editor. Brief letters or notes to the Editor
regarding published material or information of timely interest.
Editorial Comment. Brief, substantiated commentary on special
subjects.
Special reports. This section will appear periodically when
pertinent and will include items of special interest on a particular
subject.

We are not currently considering Case Reports and have no
plans to reinstate that category. Please DO NOT use a different
category in an effort to submit a Case Report.
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Before You Begin

Ethics in publishing

For information on Ethics in publishing and Ethical guidelines for
journal publication, see http://www.elsevier.com/publishingethics
and http://www.elsevier.com/journal-authors/ethics.

Human and animal rights

If the work involves the use of animal or human subjects, the author
should ensure that the work described has been carried out in accor-
dance with The Code of Ethics of the World Medical Association
(Declaration of Helsinki) for experiments involving humans http://
www.wma.net/en/30publications/10policies/b3/index.html; EU
Directive 2010/63/EU for animal experiments http://ec.europa.eu/
environment/chemicals/lab_animals/legislation_en.htm; Uniform
Requirements for manuscripts submitted to Biomedical journals
http://www.icmje.org. Authors should include a statement in the
manuscript that informed consent was obtained for experimentation
with human subjects. The privacy rights of human subjects must
always be observed.

Conflict of interest

All authors must disclose any financial and personal relationships
with other people or organizations that could inappropriately
influence (bias) their work. Examples of potential conflicts of
interest include employment, consultancies, stock ownership,
honoraria, paid expert testimony, patent applications/registra-
tions, and grants or other funding. See also http://www.elsevier.
com/conflictsofinterest. Further information and an example of
a Conflict of Interest form can be found at: http://help.elsevier.
com/app/answers/detail/a_id/286/p/7923.

Submission declaration

Submission of an article implies that the work described has not
been published previously (except in the form of an abstract or as
part of a published lecture or academic thesis or as an electronic pre-
print, see http://www.elsevier.com/postingpolicy), that it is not
under consideration for publication elsewhere, that its publication
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is approved by all authors and tacitly or explicitly by the responsible
authorities where the work was carried out, and that, if accepted, it
will not be published elsewhere including electronically in the same
form, in English or in any other language, without the written con-
sent of the copyright holder.

Contributors

Each author is required to declare his or her individual contribu-
tion to the article: all authors must have materially participated
in the research and/or article preparation, so roles for all authors
should be described. The statement that all authors have approved
the final article should be true and included in the disclosure.

Authorship

All authors should have made substantial contributions to all of the
following: (1) the conception and design of the study, or acquisition
of data, or analysis and interpretation of data, (2) drafting the article
or revising it critically for important intellectual content, (3) final
approval of the version to be submitted.

Changes to authorship
This policy concerns the addition, deletion, or rearrangement of
author names in the authorship of accepted manuscripts:

Before the accepted manuscript is published in an online issue:
Requests to add or remove an author or to rearrange the author
names must be sent to the Journal Manager from the corresponding
author of the accepted manuscript and must include: (a) the reason
the name should be added or removed or the author names rear-
ranged and (b) written confirmation (e-mail, fax, letter) from all
authors that they agree with the addition, removal, or rearrange-
ment. In the case of addition or removal of authors, this includes
confirmation from the author being added or removed. Requests
that are not sent by the corresponding author will be forwarded
by the Journal Manager to the corresponding author, who must
follow the procedure as described above. Note that: (1) Journal
Managers will inform the Journal Editors of any such requests
and (2) publication of the accepted manuscript in an online issue
is suspended until authorship has been agreed.

After the accepted manuscript is published in an online issue:
Any requests to add, delete, or rearrange author names in an article
published in an online issue will follow the same policies as noted
above and result in a corrigendum.

Copyright

Upon acceptance of an article, authors will be asked to complete
a ‘Journal Publishing Agreement’ (for more information on this
and copyright see http://www.elsevier.com/copyright). Accep-
tance of the agreement will ensure the widest possible dissemina-
tion of information. An e-mail will be sent to the corresponding
author confirming receipt of the manuscript together with
a ‘Journal Publishing Agreement’ form or a link to the online
version of this agreement.

Subscribers may reproduce tables of contents or prepare lists
of articles including abstracts for internal circulation within their
institutions. Permission of the Publisher is required for resale or
distribution outside the institution and for all other derivative
works, including compilations and translations (please consult
http://www.elsevier.com/permissions). If excerpts from other
copyrighted works are included, the author(s) must obtain written
permission from the copyright owners and credit the source(s) in
the article. Elsevier has preprinted forms for use by authors in
these cases: please consult http://www.elsevier.com/permissions.
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Retained author rights. As an author you (or your employer or
institution) retain certain rights; for details you are referred to:
http://www.elsevier.com/authorsrights.

Statements and opinions expressed in the articles and commu-
nications herein are those of the author(s) and not necessarily
those of the Editor or publisher, and the Editor and publisher
disclaim any responsibility or liability for such material. Neither
the Editor nor the publisher guarantees, warrants, or endorses
any product or service advertised in this publication. Neither do
they guarantee any claim made by the manufacturer of such
product or service. In accordance with the Copyright Act of 1976,
which became effective Jan 1, 1978, the following statement signed
by all authors must accompany each manuscript submitted for
possible publication:

“The undersigned author(s) transfer all copyright ownership
of the manuscript (title of article) to the American Society of Echo-
cardiography, in the event the work is published. The undersigned
warrant(s) that the article is original, does not infringe upon any
copyright or other proprietary right of any third party, is not un-
der consideration by another journal, and has not been previously
published.”

U.S. Government Employees can refer to www.elsevier.com/
wps/find/authorsview.authors/nihauthorrequest for alternate in-
structions regarding copyright transfer.

Role of the funding source

You are requested to identify who provided financial support for
the conduct of the research and/or preparation of the article and
to briefly describe the role of the sponsor(s), if any, in study
design; in the collection, analysis, and interpretation of data; in
the writing of the report; and in the decision to submit the article
for publication. If the funding source(s) had no such involvement,
then this should be stated.

Funding body agreements and policies

Elsevier has established agreements and developed policies to
allow authors whose articles appear in journals published by Else-
vier to comply with potential manuscript archiving requirements
as specified as conditions of their grant awards. To learn more about
existing agreements and policies, please visit http://www.elsevier.
com/fundingbodies.

Open access

This journal does not ordinarily have publication charges;
however, authors can now opt to make their articles available to
all (including non-subscribers) via the ScienceDirect platform,
for which a fee of US $3000 applies (for further information
on open access see http://www.elsevier.com/about/open-access/
open-access-options). Please note that you can only make this
choice after receiving notification that your article has been ac-
cepted for publication, to avoid any perception of conflict of inter-
est. The fee excludes taxes and other potential costs such as color
charges. In some cases, institutions and funding bodies have
entered into agreement with Elsevier to meet these fees on behalf
of their authors. Details of these agreements are available at http://
www.elsevier.com/fundingbodies. Authors of accepted articles
who wish to take advantage of this option should complete and
submit the order form (available at http://www.elsevier.com/
locate/openaccessform.pdf). Whatever access option you choose,
you retain many rights as an author, including the right to post
a revised personal version of your article on your own website.
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