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Abstract: 

The normal gross anatomy and light microscopy of the human pericardium is presented in detail that 

allows easy correlation with current cardiac imaging modalities.  The anatomical structures of the parietal 

pericardium are shown from its mediastinal surface, including its ligaments to the sternum diaphragm and 

vertebral column.  The attachments of the parietal pericardium to the great vessels showing the 

intrapericardial location of the root of the aorta and pulmonary artery are documented. Also the 

attachments of the parietal pericardium to the venae cavae and the pulmonary veins are illustrated in 
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