
Accepted Manuscript

Title: Aetiologies of cardiac arrest: Seek and ye shall find

Author: Wulfran Bougouin

PII: S0300-9572(17)30183-1
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/doi:10.1016/j.resuscitation.2017.04.030
Reference: RESUS 7164

To appear in: Resuscitation

Author: Alain Cariou

PII: S0300-9572(17)30183-1
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/doi:10.1016/j.resuscitation.2017.04.030
Reference: RESUS 7164

To appear in: Resuscitation

Received date: 20-4-2017

Please cite this article as: Cariou Alain.Aetiologies of cardiac arrest: Seek and ye shall
find.Resuscitation http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.resuscitation.2017.04.030

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for publication.
As a service to our customers we are providing this early version of the manuscript.
The manuscript will undergo copyediting, typesetting, and review of the resulting proof
before it is published in its final form. Please note that during the production process
errors may be discovered which could affect the content, and all legal disclaimers that
apply to the journal pertain.

http://dx.doi.org/doi:10.1016/j.resuscitation.2017.04.030
http://dx.doi.org/doi:10.1016/j.resuscitation.2017.04.030
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.resuscitation.2017.04.030


 1 

Title: Aetiologies of cardiac arrest: seek and ye shall find 
 
 
Wulfran Bougouin1,2,3, Alain Cariou1,2,3,4 

1Paris-Cardiovascular-Research-Center, INSERM U970, Paris, France 
2Université Paris-Descartes-Sorbonne-Paris-Cité, Paris, France 
3Paris Sudden-Death-Expertise-Centre, Paris, France 
4Medical ICU, Cochin Hospital, AP-HP, Paris, France 
 

 

 

Corresponding author 

Alain Cariou 

Medical ICU-Cochin Hospital 

27 rue du Faubourg Saint-Jacques, 75014 Paris, France 

Tel.: +33.1.58.41.25.01 

Fax: +33.1.58.41.25.05 

alain.cariou@cch.aphp.fr 

 

Editorial‒Journal: Resuscitation 

 
Identification of the underlying aetiology of out-of-hospital cardiac arrest (OHCA) is a 

major concern, with potential implication for patient’s acute care (i.e. percutaneous coronary 

intervention of a culprit coronary lesion[1–3]), secondary prevention (i.e. implantable 

cardioverter-defibrillator in selected causes [4]) and screening of relatives.[5–7] Thus 

determination of the aetiology is crucial not only for the index case itself, but also for the 

patient’s relatives since it provides a good opportunity for primary prevention. Causes of 

OHCA have been extensively studied over the recent period.[8] Both pathological and 

angiographic studies established that coronary heart disease was the most common cause 

underlying OHCA, accounting for 50 to 70% of aetiologies in adults.[8, 9–11] As a 

consequence, coronary angiogram is commonly performed as an important part of diagnostic 

algorithms used in patients successfully resuscitated after OHCA.[11–13] However, there are 

many other possible causes of OHCA, as illustrated by the high rate of either normal or 

unconclusive coronary angiograms (anatomical coronary lesions whose accountability for 

OHCA is uncertain). In these patients, a respiratory or a neurological cause should be 
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