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ABSTRACT

Introduction: The orbitofrontal branch of the middle cerebral artery (MCA) is responsible for blood supply
to the orbitofrontal cortex along with the orbitofrontal branch of the anterior cerebral artery. Mostly, it is
a branch of superior division of M2 segment of MCA; however, in this study, it was seen to arise more
commonly from M1 segment of MCA. Though the orbitofrontal branch of ACA is researched by many
authors, the orbitofrontal branch of MCA has gained less attention of the researchers. There is paucity of
work on this branch of MCA in Indian literature specially in the northern part. Descriptions of the
orbitofrontal branch of the middle cerebral artery, which we found in the literature, did not correlate
with our observations. The aim of the study was to observe, record, and compare variations in origin and
branching pattern of the orbitofrontal artery, hoping to find immediate application of our findings in the
field of cerebrovascular surgery.
Materials and methods: A total of 20 middle cerebral arteries were studied, which were obtained from
10 brains. Meticulous dissection was done, and the middle cerebral artery was exposed and cleaned in
lateral sulcus on the inferior surface of the brain. Its orbitofrontal branch was studied in detail. Digital
photographs were taken.
Result: Out of the 20 MCAs studied, the orbitofrontal artery was found to arise from M1 segment in
15 cases. In the remaining 5 cases, it was found to originate from the superior trunk of M2 segment of the
middle cerebral artery.
© 2017 Anatomical Society of India. Published by Elsevier, a division of RELX India, Pvt. Ltd. All rights
reserved.

1. Introduction

e M4 segment, which comprises the distal cortical branches.

The middle cerebral artery (MCA) is one of the three major paired
arteries that supplies blood to the cerebrum. The MCA arises from
the internal carotid as the larger terminal branch. At first, it runs in
the lateral fissure, then posterosuperiorly on the insula, and
divides into branches distributed to the insula and the adjacent
lateral cerebral surface. It also supplies blood to the anterior
temporal lobes and the insular cortices.'

It can be divided into the following four segments:?

e M1 segment, running horizontally in the sylvian fissure.
e M2 segment, running vertically on the surface of the insula.
e M3 segment, running laterally and exiting the insular cistern.
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The orbitofrontal artery is one of the cortical branches that
divide into the frontal and orbital branches to supply to the lateral
orbital gyri and part of middle and inferior frontal gyri. It
infrequently arises from M1 segment of MCA; more frequently,
it is reported to be a branch of the superior division of MCA (M2
segment). The orbitofrontal artery is the first branch to leave the
sylvian insular cistern. It runs anteriorly, with a slight horizontal
course, toward the pars orbitalis of the inferior frontal gyrus. It is in
balance with the fronto-orbital branch of the anterior cerebral
artery (ACA).

The M1 segment arises at the internal carotid bifurcation (ICA)
and runs horizontally and laterally in the sylvian fissure below the
anterior perforated substance toward the insula. It is also known as
the sphenoidal segment because it runs parallel and posterior to
the sphenoid ridge. The M1 segment ends at the limen insulae,
where it turns superiorly and posteriorly to reach the surface of
insula, to form the M2 segment. The M1 divides distally into two or
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sometimes three divisions (bifurcation or trifurcation).? In case of
bifurcation, the divisions are superior and inferior trunks. In case of
trifurcation, the additional division is middle trunk. The M1
segment gives two types of branches - perforators and cortical
branches.

The branches of the MCA supplying the frontal lobe can be
described as follows:*”

o Orbitofrontal artery (OBFA, also known as lateral frontobasal
artery): This branches out anteriorly, superiorly, and laterally to
vascularize the inferior frontal gyrus. This competes in size with
the frontal polar branch of the anterior cerebral artery.
Prefrontal artery (PFA): This artery fans out over the insula and
exits to the cortex via the medial surface of the frontal operculum
The artery fans superiorly over the pars triangularis and
vascularizes the inferior and middle frontal gyri. Near the
superior frontal gyrus, the artery anastomoses with branches
from the pericallosal branch of the anterior cerebral artery.
Prerolandic artery (precentral or PCA): The artery extends out on
the medial surface of the operculum and supplies the posterior
parts of the middle and inferior frontal gyri as well as the lower
parts of the precentral gyrus. This artery branches once or twice
and is relatively invariant across anatomies.

Rolandic artery (central artery or CA): The artery extends out and
exits from the central portion of the operculum, and then passes
inside the central sulcus. This artery bifurcates in 72% of the
individuals and irrigates the posterior precentral gyrus and the
inferior portion of the postcentral gyrus.

2. Materials and methods

This work was carried out in the Department of Anatomy, RIMS,
Ranchi and continued in Rama Medical College, Kanpur. The
middle cerebral artery was observed in the brain obtained from
cadavers donated for routine educational dissection. Totally,
20 MCAs, obtained from 10 brains, were studied.

The brain was removed by the dissection method mentioned in
the Cunningham Manual of Practical Anatomy.® After removal of
the brain from the skull, blood vessels on the base of the brain were
cleaned from piamater on the external surface of which it lies.
Through meticulous dissection, the middle cerebral artery was
cleaned and variation in origin and branching pattern of the
orbitofrontal branch was observed. Digital photographs were
taken. The results obtained were recorded and tabulated.

The study was approved by the Ethical Committee of RIMS,
Ranchi and RMCHRC, Kanpur.

Inclusion criteria - Undamaged specimens of the brain with
intact middle cerebral artery.

Exclusion criteria -Brain specimen with damaged middle
cerebral artery.

3. Results

In all the cadavers, the middle cerebral artery originated from
ICA as the larger terminal branch opposite the optic chiasma. Out of
the 20 MCAs studied, the orbitofrontal artery was found to arise
from M1 segment in 75% of the specimens (15 out of 20 cases). In
the remaining 25% (5 out of 20 cases), it was found to originate
from the superior trunk of M2 segment (Table 1). Most of the times,
it was found that after origin from the M1 segment, it passes
anterolateraly to the lateral part of orbital surface of the frontal
lobe where it divided into the frontal and orbital branches to
supply to the lateral orbital gyri and part of middle and inferior
frontal gyri.

In 20% of the specimens (4 out of 20) where the orbitofrontal
artery was taking origin from M1 segment, it was the first cortical

Table 1
Origin of orbitofrontal artery (OBF) from middle cerebral artery (MCA).
Segment of origin of OBF artery from MCA  No. of specimens  Percentage
M1 segment 15 75
Superior division of M2 segment 5 25
Table 2
Pattern of origin of OBF from M1 segment of MCA.
No. of specimens Percentage
(out of 20)
As first branch from M1 segment 4 20
As second branch from M1 segment 11 55

branch from M1 segment (Fig. 1). This case was found in two brains
bilaterally, where it divided into the frontal and orbital branches to
supply to the lateral orbital gyri and part of middle and inferior
frontal gyri (Table 2).

In one of these two brains, on the right side, OBF artery was the
thick, first branch from M1 segment, which first gave the orbital
branch, then after a short course laterally gave the frontal branch,
and continued over the insula to give the prefrontal artery (Fig. 2).
In the same brain on the left side, OBF artery and prefrontal artery
were seen to take origin from M1 segment side-by-side, with OBF
being the first branch, and giving appearance of early division of
MCA (early pseudotrifurcation) (Fig. 3).

In the remaining 55% of specimens (11 out of 20), the
orbitofrontal artery was the second branch from M1 segment of
MCA, with a temporal branch being the first. This situation was
found in 5 brains bilaterally. In one specimen, the stem of origin of
OBF artery from M1 segment (2nd branch) was very thick, giving
an appearance of early division of MCA (early pseudobifurcation,
Fig. 4). In this case, OBF artery stem was 1.2 cm long, which divided
anteriorly into the orbital and frontal branches, which again were
thicker than usual.

In one brain, OBF artery was taking origin from M1 segment on
the left side as second branch, whereas on the right side, it was
taking origin from the superior division (M2 segment) of MCA; in
addition to giving the orbital and frontal branches, it also gave the
prefrontal artery on the left side, which usually takes origin
separately from the superior division (Figs. 5-7).

In 4 out of the 5 cases where OBF artery was found to be a
branch of the superior division of MCA (M2 segment), it was a
bilateral presentation found in two brains. In one brain on the right
side, the origin of OBF artery was from the superior division of
MCA, whereas on the left side, it was a branch of M1 segment.
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Fig. 1. Origin of orbitofrontal artery (OBFA) from M1 segment of the middle cerebral
artery (MCA) as the first cortical branch. ICA = internal carotid artery.




Download English Version:

https://daneshyari.com/en/article/5639975

Download Persian Version:

https://daneshyari.com/article/5639975

Daneshyari.com


https://daneshyari.com/en/article/5639975
https://daneshyari.com/article/5639975
https://daneshyari.com/

