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Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) in adult emergency department patients: 

Do Emergency Providers consider RSV as an admission diagnosis? 

 

A retrospective, observational study carried out at Massachusetts General 

Hospital, Boston, MA 
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Abstract: 

 

 Background: Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) has been recognized for over half a century as 

a cause of morbidity in infants and children. Over the past 20 years, data has emerged linking 

RSV as a cause of illness in adults resulting in 177,000 annual hospitalizations and up to 
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