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Aims: The primary aim of this study was to determine whether orthopaedic trauma
patients receive appropriate antibiotic prophylaxis keeping in view the results of their
MRSA screening. The secondary aim was to analyse the risk of developing MRSA
surgical site infection with and without appropriate antibiotic prophylaxis in those
colonised with MRSA.

Patients and Methods: We reviewed 400 consecutive orthopaedic trauma patient

episodes. Preoperative MRSA screening results, operative procedures, prophylactic
antibiotics and postoperative course were explored. In addition to these consecutive
patients, the hospital MRSA database over the previous 5 years identified 27 MRSA

colonised acute trauma patients requiring surgery.

Results: Of the 400 consecutive patient episodes, 395(98.7%) had MRSA screening

performed on admission. However, in 236 (59.0%) cases, the results were not
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