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Practice Points

Clinical events during the natural history of chronic hepatitis B virus (HBV) are
intricately linked to the host immune system, but the details of host-virus interactions
remain insufficiently understood

HBV is sensed by the immune system, but the ensuing antiviral responses are not

sufficient to prevent chronicity in most newborns and some adults

Research Agenda

To understand the basic mechanisms of HBV clearance, persistence and long lasting
HBV cure by using the most advanced and detailed biomedical techniques, down to
the single cell level.

To gather more information on the intrahepatic, rather than the peripheral, immune
populations, as their phenotype and function are very different

To focus on longitudinal assessment of immune parameters, thereby excluding

effects of cohort variation in HBV research
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