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Highlights:  

  The emergence of PED and of its causative virus in Europe, in the seventies, are 

described. 

 CV777, the prototype European strain, belongs to the recently US denominated S-

INDEL strains. 

 Nevertheless, CV777 virulence studies in pigs yielded similar results as those decribed 

for the original US-PEDV strains. 

 Disease outbreaks in Europe in the field have always shown a high variability 

 It is puzzling why PEDV in Europe, while still present, does not cause large epidemics 

despite highly susceptible swine populations. 

 

Abstract  

A retrospect is given on the emergence of porcine epidemic diarrhea (PED) during the early 
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