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Condensation: Breech presentation is common in preterm infants and is associated with 

widespread use of cesarean delivery despite the absence of recommendations for mode of 

delivery. 

Abstract 

Objectives: To describe the incidence of breech presentation at 22 to 34 weeks’ gestation, 

estimate the incidence of cesarean section delivery by cause of prematurity, and assess the 

factors associated with caesarean delivery in preterm breech births with preterm labor or 

preterm premature rupture of membranes. 

Study design: EPIPAGE 2 is a French national prospective population-based cohort study of 

preterm births that occurred in 546 maternity units in 2011. We estimated the overall incidence 

of breech presentation and the incidence of cesarean delivery by cause of prematurity. Among 

the 579 singletons with breech presentation born at 22 to 34 weeks in a context of spontaneous 
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