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Abstract

Background: Arthroscopy-assisted surgery is now widely used at the ankle for osteochondral
lesions of the talus, anterior and posterior impingement syndromes, talocrural or subtalar
fusion, foreign body removal, and ankle instability. Injuries to the vessels and nerves may
occur during these procedures.

Objective: To determine whether ultrasound topographic identification of vulnerable
structures decreased the risk of iatrogenic injuries to vessels, nerves, and tendons and
influenced the distance separating vulnerable structures from the arthroscope introduced

through four different portals.
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