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 37 
Abstract  38 

Background Context: Over the course of the last decade, interest in the use of large data 39 

repositories for clinical research in orthopaedic and spine surgery has grown substantially.  40 

Detractors maintain that the clinical relevance of research conducted using large registries is 41 

limited and that the academic influence of such studies is minimal.  Such contentions have not 42 

been empirically evaluated.  43 
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