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ABSTRACT 

Paradoxical kinesia refers to a sudden transient ability of akinetic patients to perform motor 

tasks they are otherwise unable to perform. The mechanisms underlying this phenomenon are 

unknown due a paucity of valid animal models that faithfully reproduce paradoxical kinesia. 

Here, in a first experiment, we present a new method to study paradoxical kinesia by 

“awakening” cataleptic rats through presenting appetitive 50-kHz ultrasonic vocalizations 

(USV), which are typical for social situations with positive valence, like juvenile play or 
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