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Abstract

Zinc deficiency causes various symptoms including taste disorders. In the present study,
changes in expression of ¢c-Fos immunoreactivity in neurons of the parabrachial nucleus
(PBN), one of the relay nuclei for transmission of gustatory information, after bitter
stimulation to the dorsal surface of the tongue were examined in zinc-deficient rats.
Experimental zinc-deficient animals were created by feeding a low-zinc diet for 4 weeks, and
showed the following symptoms of zinc deficiency: low body weight, low serum zinc content
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