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Highlights

Natural and anthropogenic river-ria fluxes of trace elements were estimated

High TE fluxes do not always reflect human impacts: local lithology must be considered

The Das-Mestas River could be included in the European baseline of small pristine rivers 

Urban water supply dam reduces the TEs matter transport to ria, specially particulate

Treated wastewater mainly increases the input of particulate Al, Cu and Pb to the sea
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