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Abstract

In many parts of the world, metal(loid)s resulting from mining activities are causing
significant environmental concern, in particular because they are contaminating agricultural
lands. In this respect, a previous study in South Korea suggested that a specific agricultural
practice, associated with the growing of rice in paddy fields, could contribute specifically to
the geographic spread of metal(loid)s contamination away from mine sites. The purpose of
the research described in this article was to confirm this hypothesis at a different site.
Samples from the surface soil of agricultural lands were collected from 374 sites (267 paddy
soils and 107 dry field soils). The concentrations of As, Pb, Cd, Cu and Zn from the samples
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