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Abstract 

The black coral Dendrobathypathes grandis (Cnidaria: Antipatharia) is studied for the first 

time in the southwestern Atlantic off Argentina. This is the only antipatharian reported from the 

Atlantic between 35ºS and 54ºS. Eleven specimens were collected at depths of 819 m to 2204 m 

during three expeditions to the Mar del Plata submarine canyon (2012-2013); seven were females. 

The species is gonochoric, and the polyps in female colonies contain up to nine oocytes per polyp, 

which can reach 1500 m in diameter. In contrast, the largest oocyte currently reported for 

antipatharians is 500 m, and usual diameters do not exceed 200 m. These large oocytes have over 

20 times more volume than the biggest oocyte reported, but over 800 times more volume when 

compared with the common oocyte size of the group. Sperm size and morphology is similar to 

previous data from other species. As in previous studies, neither embryos nor larvae were found in 
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