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Abstract

Anthropogenic noise in the ocean has been shown, under certain conditions, to influence the
behavior and health of marine mammals. Noise from human activities may interfere with the
low-frequency acoustic communication of many Mysticete species, including blue (Balaenoptera
musculus) and fin whales (B. physalus). This study analyzed three soundscapes in the Atlantic
Ocean, from the Arctic to the Antarctic, to document ambient sound. For 16 months beginning in
August 2009, acoustic data (15 — 100 Hz) were collected in the Fram Strait (79°N, 5.5°E), near

Ascension Island (8°S, 14.4°W), and in the Bransfield Strait (62°S, 55.5°W). Results indicate (1)
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