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Abstract 

 

The susceptibility of New Zealand paua (Haliotis iris) to infection by abalone 

herpesvirus (Haliotid herpesvirus 1; HaHV) and to the disease abalone viral 

ganglioneuritis (AVG) was determined. Infection challenges performed by intra-

muscular injection and by immersion in infectious water containing HaHV 

demonstrated that New Zealand paua were highly resistant to infection by Haliotid 

herpesvirus 1 and were fully resistant to the disease AVG. 
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1. Introduction 

 

Global production of farmed abalone has increased significantly over the past 25 

years mainly due to high demand from Asian countries. However, the abalone wild-

catch sector has experienced a decrease in production due to habitat destruction, 

overfishing and disease (Cook, 2016). Both wild and farming sectors can be impacted 

by disease as was observed in Taiwan and Australia during the last decade (Chang et 

al., 2005; Hooper et al., 2007; Corbeil et al., 2010). In Australia, Haliotid herpesvirus 

1 (HaHV) (previously known as abalone herpesvirus; AbHV; family 
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