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Abstract 

Watershed management (WSM) is the most widely adopted technology in developed as well as 

developing countries due to its suitability across climatic conditions. Watershed technology is 

suitable to protect and enhance soil fertility, which is deteriorating at an alarming rate with 

agricultural intensification in high as well as low rainfall regions. Of late, WSM is considered as 

an effective poverty alleviation intervention in the rain fed regions in countries like India. This 

paper aims at providing a basic watershed policy and implementation framework based on a 

critical review of experiences of WSM initiatives across South Asia. The purpose is to provide 

cross learnings within south Asia and other developing countries (especially Africa) that are 

embarking on WSM in recent years. 

 

Countries in the region accord differential policy priority and are at different levels of 

institutional arrangements for implementing WSM programmes. The implementation of 

watershed interventions is neither scientific nor comprehensive in all the countries 

limiting the effectiveness (impacts). Implementation of the programmes for enhancing 

the livelihoods of the communities need to strengthen both technical and institutional 
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