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ABSTRACT 17 

The Santa María-Hualfín Basin was proposed as a regional synchronous lithostratigraphic 18 

depocenter in the geological province of Northwestern Pampean Ranges, Northwestern 19 

Argentina. However, new 40Ar–39Ar dating indicates that deposits toward the east, in Santa María 20 

Valley (Santa María Department), are younger than the western depocenter in San Fernando 21 

(Belén Department). Therefore, it would be more appropriate to study these valleys as separate 22 
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