
Accepted Manuscript

Permafrost and indigenous land use in the northern Urals: Komi and Nenets reindeer
husbandry

Kirill V. Istomin, Joachim Otto Habeck

PII: S1873-9652(16)30061-5

DOI: 10.1016/j.polar.2016.07.002

Reference: POLAR 308

To appear in: Polar Science

Received Date: 3 December 2015

Revised Date: 9 May 2016

Accepted Date: 4 July 2016

Please cite this article as: Istomin, K.V., Habeck, J.O., Permafrost and indigenous land use in
the northern Urals: Komi and Nenets reindeer husbandry, Polar Science (2016), doi: 10.1016/
j.polar.2016.07.002.

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for publication. As a service to
our customers we are providing this early version of the manuscript. The manuscript will undergo
copyediting, typesetting, and review of the resulting proof before it is published in its final form. Please
note that during the production process errors may be discovered which could affect the content, and all
legal disclaimers that apply to the journal pertain.

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.polar.2016.07.002


M
ANUSCRIP

T

 

ACCEPTE
D

ACCEPTED MANUSCRIPT

1 

 

Permafrost and indigenous land use in the Northern Urals: Komi and Nenets reindeer 1 

husbandry 2 

 3 

Kirill V. I STOMIN a and Joachim Otto HABECK b* 4 

 5 

a Institute of Language, Literature and History, Komi Science Centre, Ural Branch, Russian 6 

Academy of Sciences, ul. Kommunisticheskaya, 26, Syktyvkar 167000, Komi Republic, Russia  7 

b Institute of Social and Cultural Anthropology, Universitaet Hamburg, Edmund-Siemers-Allee 1, 8 

20146 Hamburg, Germany  9 

 10 

*Corresponding author: Joachim Otto HABECK, Institute of Social and Cultural Anthropology, 11 

Universitaet Hamburg, Edmund-Siemers-Allee 1, 20146 Hamburg, Germany  12 

otto.habeck@uni-hamburg.de 13 

 14 

Abstract  15 

Permafrost is an integral part of the environmental conditions that frame indigenous peoples’ 16 

livelihoods in many parts of the circumpolar region. On the basis of their long-term ethnographic 17 

field researches, the authors describe the various ways in which permafrost dynamics influence 18 

the lives and economic activities of two groups of reindeer-herding nomads in North-Eastern 19 

Europe and Western Siberia: Komi and Nenets. Permafrost affects the herders directly, for the 20 

herders have to take into account the probability of thermokarst while choosing the campsite and 21 

performing certain herding procedures. It also affects the herders indirectly, through its influence 22 

on landscape and vegetation and thus on reindeer behavior. More rapid permafrost degradation 23 

will have a range of adverse effects on reindeer herding.  24 
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