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Abstract

Early Eocene deposits in Tunisia are marked byrcleaiations in terms of facies and
thickness. Each facies corresponds to an apprepeositional environment. Shallow water
deposits pass gradually offshore into deeper catiesralong a homoclinal ramp.

In Central Tunisia, detailed investigation of carate facies under transmitted light shows a
particular richness of the middle part of Early &oe deposits in nummulithoclasts. These
facies are often frequent within corrugated baikey are overlayinglobigerina rich well-
bedded limestones and overlain by nummulites Bxgtocyclina rich massively-bedded
carbonates. Nummulithoclasts occurrence is recoateéleld by an abrupt vertical change
from autochthonous thinly-bedded limestones to melssbedded fossiliferous carbonates.
Change concerns structures, textures and limestoo@gposition.

Nummulithoclasts are associated either to planktaricro-organisms or to benthic fauna and
phosphates grains. The middle and the upper phttedcarly Eocene deposits, particularly,
fossilize hummocky cross-stratifications and megaes. Their presence advocates the role
of energetic currents in sweeping nummulites froowdr circatidal to upper bathyal
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