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Abstract 19 

Inductively coupled plasma mass spectrometry (ICP-MS) is the most commonly used 20 

technique to determine the abundances of trace elements in a wide range of geological 21 

materials. However, incomplete sample digestion, isobaric interferences and instrumental drift 22 

remain obvious problems that must be overcome in order to obtain precise and accurate 23 

results. For this reason, we have done many experiments and developed a set of simple, 24 

cost-effective and practical methods widely applicable for precise and rapid determination of 25 

trace element abundances in geological materials using ICP-MS. Commonly used 26 
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