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ABSTRACT 

Previous studies have shown that the loss of contractility in aortas from lipopolysaccharide 

(LPS)-treated rats is related to intracellular activation of matrix metalloproteinase (MMPs). 

However, the role of MMPs in the vascular refractoriness to vasoconstrictors has not been 

investigated in a model of polymicrobial sepsis. We evaluated the effects of the oral 

administration of the MMP inhibitors doxycycline or ONO-4817 in the in vitro vascular 
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