
Author’s Accepted Manuscript

A review of commercially important African
medicinal plants

B.-E. Van Wyk

PII: S0378-8741(15)30189-6
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jep.2015.10.031
Reference: JEP9788

To appear in: Journal of Ethnopharmacology

Received date: 21 September 2015
Revised date: 11 October 2015
Accepted date: 19 October 2015

Cite this article as: B.-E. Van Wyk, A review of commercially important African
medicinal plants, Journal of Ethnopharmacology,
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jep.2015.10.031

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for
publication. As a service to our customers we are providing this early version of
the manuscript. The manuscript will undergo copyediting, typesetting, and
review of the resulting galley proof before it is published in its final citable form.
Please note that during the production process errors may be discovered which
could affect the content, and all legal disclaimers that apply to the journal pertain.

www.elsevier.com/locate/jep

http://www.elsevier.com/locate/jep
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jep.2015.10.031
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jep.2015.10.031


1 

 

A review of commercially important African medicinal plants 
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Department of Botany and Plant Biotechnology, University of Johannesburg, P.O. 

Box 524, Auckland Park 2006, Johannesburg, South Africa.  

 

ABSTRACT 

Ethnopharmacological relevance: Data on the relative importance and research 

status of commercially relevant African medicinal plants are needed for developing 

new research strategies in order to stimulate much-needed ethnopharmacological 

research and to promote the commercialization of African plants.    

Aim of the study: To present an illustrated bird’s eye view and comparative analysis 

of the relative popularity and importance of commercialised African medicinal plants. 

A comparison is made between the general popularity and commercial importance of 

the species (as indicated by their footprint on the World Wide Web) and their 

scientific popularity and importance (as indicated by the number of research 

publications). The inventory and review is strongly focussed to cover all or most of 

the medicinal plant raw materials in the international trade that are exported from 

African countries, with less emphasis on those that are regularly traded on local and 

regional markets within Africa. 

Materials and methods: The review is based on literature data, Scopus and Google 

searches, commercial information and the author’s own experience and 

observations.  

Results: More than 5400 plant species are used in traditional medicine in Africa, of 

which less than 10% have been commercially developed to some extent. Africa is 

home to more than 80 valuable commercial species that are regularly traded on 
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