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Abstract

Ethnopharmacological importance: The use of medicinal plants for treatment, cure and
prevention of diseases has been described by many people since time immemorial. Because of
this use, commercial and scientific interests have emerged, making it necessary to realize
ethnobotanical surveys of medicinal plants species, which is important for subsequent chemical
and pharmacological bioprospections.

Aim of the study: This study aimed at surveying, identifying, cataloguing and documenting the
medicinal plants species used in the Valley of Juruena, Northwestern Mato Grosso, Legal
Amazon Brazil for the treatment of various human diseases, as well as assessed the species of
interest for bioprospecting potential.

Materials and methods: Informants were interviewed using semi-structured form to capture
information on socio-demographic and ethnopharmacological data of medicinal plants such as
vernacular name, uses, geographic origin, habit, form of preparation and part used. Results
were analyzed using descriptive and quantitative means: indices of use-report (Ur) and
informant consensus factor (ICF), for the selection of plant species with therapeutic potential.
Results: Three hundred and thirty two (332) plants species belonging to 90 families were
reported for medicinal purposes and totaling 3973 use-reports were reported by 365 (92.9%) of
the people interviewed. Asteraceae (32.2%), Fabaceae (26.7%) and Lamiaceae (24.4%)
families were the most represented, with majority being species native (64.45 %) to Brazil.
Leaves prepared in the form of infusion (55.6 %) were the most frequent form of preparation.

Gastrointestinal disorders followed by respiratory complaints topped the list of use-reports. The
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