
�������� ��	
�����

History of Brain Death as Death: 1968 to the Present

Michael A. De Georgia M.D.

PII: S0883-9441(14)00153-1
DOI: doi: 10.1016/j.jcrc.2014.04.015
Reference: YJCRC 51507

To appear in: Journal of Critical Care

Received date: 14 April 2014
Accepted date: 20 April 2014

Please cite this article as: De Georgia Michael A., History of Brain Death as Death: 1968
to the Present, Journal of Critical Care (2014), doi: 10.1016/j.jcrc.2014.04.015

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for publication.
As a service to our customers we are providing this early version of the manuscript.
The manuscript will undergo copyediting, typesetting, and review of the resulting proof
before it is published in its final form. Please note that during the production process
errors may be discovered which could affect the content, and all legal disclaimers that
apply to the journal pertain.

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jcrc.2014.04.015
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jcrc.2014.04.015


AC
C

EP
TE

D
 M

AN
U

SC
R

IP
T

ACCEPTED MANUSCRIPT

History of Brain Death as Death: 1968 to the Present 

Michael A. De Georgia, M.D.  

 

 

 

 

Corresponding Author: 

Michael A. De Georgia, M.D. 

Maxeen Stone and John A. Flower Professor of Neurology 

Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine 

Director, Center for Neurocritical Care 

Neurological Institute 

University Hospitals Case Medical Center 

11100 Euclid Avenue 

Cleveland, OH  44106-5040 

Email: michael.degeorgia@uhhospitals.org 

Telephone: 216-844-1552 

 

 

Abstract 

The concept of brain death was formulated in 1968 in the landmark report A Definition of 

Irreversible Coma. While brain death has been widely accepted as a determination of death 

throughout the world, many of the controversies that surround it have not been settled. Some 

may be rooted in a misconstruction about the history of brain death. The concept evolved as a 

result of the convergence of several parallel developments in the second half of the 20
th

 century 

including advances in resuscitation and critical care, research into the underlying physiology of 

consciousness, and growing concerns about technology, medical futility, and the ethics of end of 

life care. Organ transplantation also developed in parallel, and though it clearly benefited from a 
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