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Total citations identified from electronic searches of MEDLINE (1966-2014), EMBASE 
(1980-2014), BIOSIS (1969-2014), and Web of Science to capture primary studies regarding 
placental pathology and/or placental histopathology in stillbirth

N= 474

Citations excluded after screening titles and/or 
abstracts: N= 428

Primary articles regarding placental pathology and/or placental histopathology in stillbirth 
retrieved for detailed evaluation: N=46

Articles excluded for failing to define diagnostic 
subgroups: N = 5

Primary articles included in systematic review
N=41

Studies 
selected to 

answer 
Question 1

(N=21)

Studies 
selected to 

answer 
Question 2

(N=20)

Group 1: Studies that identified a
cause of stillbirth: N= 13

Group 2: Studies that identified 
conditions associated with 

stillbirth: N=6

Group 3: Studies that evaluated 
the contributory value of the 
placenta to diagnosis: N=10

Group 4: Studies that investigated 
the significance of a specific 

placental abnormality in stillbirth
N=20
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