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Transcatheter heart valves (THVs) are increasingly used to treat degenerated
surgical heart valves (SHVs). This novel treatment is promising and less invasive.
Choosing a correct THV size for a particular type of SHV is important to avoid
problems associated with oversizing and undersizing. Labeled size and the stent
internal diameter (ID) of an SHV are not accurate measurements of its true ID. We
measured the true ID of a variety of stented and 3 stentless valves and discuss its
implications on performing a valve-in-valve procedure. The authors also discuss
subtle differences when choosing a THV for aortic and mitral positions.
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The impact of new-onset persistent left bundle branch block (NOP-LBBB) after
transcatheter aortic valve implantation (TAVI) remains controversial. We evaluated
the impact of NOP-LBBB on late outcomes in 668 patients without a previous
pacemaker or left bundle branch block (LBBB) undergoing TAVI with a balloon-
expandable valve. NOP-LBBB occurred in 79 patients (11.8%). There were no
differences in global or cardiovascular mortality, sudden death, or rehospitalizations
for all causes or heart failure between the NOP-LBBB and no NOP-LBBB groups
at 1-year follow-up. NOP-LBBB was associated with an increased rate of perma-
nent pacemaker implantation, a lack of left ventricular ejection fraction improve-
ment, and a poorer New York Heart Association functional class at follow-up
(p < 0.02 for all).
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Excessive intraprocedural anticoagulation with heparin may account for an
increased occurrence of bleeding during transcatheter aortic valve implantation.
However, no real standards to guide heparin dosing have been established in this
field. Among 362 patients undergoing transfemoral transcatheter aortic valve
implantation, heparin was administered according to baseline activated clotting time
(ACT) (ACT-guided, n ¼ 174) or patient’s body weight (non–ACT-guided, n ¼
188). The ACT-guided group had a significantly lower occurrence of major (7.5%
vs. 33.5%, p < 0.001), life-threatening (12.1% vs. 20.2%, p ¼ 0.04), and any
bleeding (25.9% vs. 64.9%, p < 0.001). This data suggest that the ACT-guided
strategy might be a useful tool in reducing bleeding in this high-risk frail study
group.
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The authors describe the pre-clinical evaluation of the Tiara (Neovasc Inc,
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada), a transcatheter self-expanding mitral bio-
prosthesis, in short-term and long-term animal models, and in a human cadaveric
model. Excellent function and alignment of the valves were demonstrated, with no
left ventricular outflow tract or coronary obstruction, and/or transvalvular gradients.
In the long-term model, a mild degree of prosthetic valve regurgitation was seen in
2 of the 7 sheep. In human cadaver hearts, proper anatomic alignment and
anchoring of the Tiara were demonstrated. Pre-clinical evaluation shows that
transapical mitral implantation of the Tiara valve is feasible and safe, and results in
a stable and well-functioning mitral bioprosthesis.
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