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Cumulative knowledge from the field of TAVI was incorporated into a structured training program

and used successfully to introduce transapical TAVI. The overall 30-day mortality for 500

consecutive high-risk patients was 4.6% (95%CI, 3.1%-6.8%) and was 4.0% (95%CI, 2.6%-6.2%)

for patients without cardiogenic shock.
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Our institutional structured educational and training program combines cumulative knowledge

from the field with institutional and individual background experience. It enables implementation

of a new procedure safely and efficiently into clinical practice with the intention not to increase

morbidity or mortality during the learning curve.
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Eight hundred four patients who underwent rigid bronchoscopy under general anesthesia to treat

severe neoplastic central airways obstruction from 1990 to 2009 were studied. Tumor location and

the morphology of the lesions were the main determinants of the intervention success. The pre-

intervention model adds to the clinical evaluation an important contribution to decision-making

process of performing therapeutic interventional bronchoscopy in a critical setting.
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Hyung Jung Kim, MD, PhD, Chul Min Ahn, MD, PhD, and Min Kwang Byun, MD, Seoul, Korea

We analyzed the outcomes of surgical decortication as a first intervention in patients with

nontuberculous or tuberculous empyema compared with simple drainage. Surgical decortication

showed a better treatment success rate compared with simple drainage and was the best predictor of

treatment success.
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Christine L. Lau, MD, Charlottesville, Va

Loss of epithelial cells is a critical event that leads to airway fibrosis in a preclinical BO model. We

have shown that injection of recipient epithelial cells inhibited BO development by preventing

epithelial loss. Use of recipient epithelial cells may be a novel treatment for BO in patients after

lung transplantation.
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Canada

PAAL is a frequent occurrence (18%) after pulmonary resections. Significant predictors include

lobectomy, severe radiologic emphysema, pathologic emphysema, and percentage of predicted

value for forced expiratory volume in 1 second less than 80%. Most cases can be managed

conservatively, but severe cases of PAAL (26% of PAAL cases; 4.8% of all pulmonary resections)

require additional chest drains, bronchoscopy, reoperation, or life support.
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William G. Richards, PhD, Boston, Mass

Hyperthermic intraoperative cisplatin pleural chemotherapy extends the interval to recurrence and

overall survival after macroscopic compete resection in a cohort of patients with the characteristics

of low-risk epithelial malignant pleural mesothelioma.
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