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SCOPE OF THE JOURNAL

The Journal of Vascular Surgery� is dedicated to
the science and art of vascular surgery and aims to
improve the management of patients with vascular
diseases by publishing relevant papers that report
important medical advances, test new hypotheses,
and address current controversies. To achieve this
goal, the Journal will publish original clinical and
laboratory studies, and reports and papers that
comment on the social, economic, ethical, legal, and
political factors that relate to these aims.

As the official publication of the Society for
Vascular Surgery�, the Journal will publish, after
careful peer review, selected papers presented at the
annual meeting of that organization and affiliated
vascular societies, as well as original articles from
members and nonmembers.

EDITORIAL POLICIES
The editorial policies of the Journal are published

in the January and July issues, on the Web site (www.
jvascsurg.org), on the Editorial Manager Web site
(http://jvs.editorialmanager.com), and are available
from the Editorial Office on request.

ADMINISTRATIVE POLICIES
Ownership of manuscript. Manuscripts that are

accepted for publication become the property of the
Journal of Vascular Surgery�, which is copyrighted
by the Society for Vascular Surgery�. They may not
be published or reproduced in whole or in part
without the written permission of the Publisher.

Permission to reproduce published material.
Permission to reproduce material published in the
Journal of Vascular Surgery� must be obtained from
the Publisher at (215) 239-3804 or by e-mail at
healthpermissions@elsevier.com. Authors will be
consulted, when possible, regarding reproduction or
republication of their material.

Editors’ and Publisher’s waiver of responsi-
bility. Statements and opinions expressed in articles
and communications herein are those of the
author(s) and not necessarily those of the Editors and
Publisher. The Editors and Publisher disclaim any
responsibility or liability for such material. Neither
the Editors nor the Publisher guarantee, warrant, or
endorse any product or service advertised in the
Journal, and they do not warrant any claim made by
the manufacturer of such product or service.

Institutional Review. Manuscripts that involve
research conducted on human subjects must follow
the principles outlined in the Declaration of Helsinki
(http://www.wma.net/e/policy/pdf/17c.pdf) and
include a statement in the Methods section that the

experimental protocol and informed consent were
approved by the Institutional Review Board and that
all subjects gave informed consent. Manuscripts that
report animal experiments must include a statement
in the Methods section that the study was approved
by the Institutional Review Board and that the
animal care complied with the Guide for the Care
and Use of Laboratory Animals, Institute of Labo-
ratory Animal Resources, Commission on Life
Sciences, National Research Council. Washington:
National Academy Press, 1996 (http://stills.nap.
edu/readingroom/books/labrats/)

Clinical Trial Registration. In 2004, the Inter-
national Committee of Medical Journal Editors
(ICMJE) recommended that clinical trials be regis-
tered in a public database as a prerequisite for
subsequent publication (De Angelis C, Drazen JM,
Frizelle FA, et al. Clinical trial registration: a state-
ment from the International Committee of Medical
Journal Editors. N Engl J Med 2004;351:1250-1).
Effective July 1, 2007 the Journal of Vascular Sur-
gery� will adopt the policies recommended by the
ICMJE and require the preregistration of all
prospective clinical trials that have a control group
(Cronenwett J, Seeger J. Requirement for Registra-
tion of Clinical Trials. J Vasc Surg 2007;45:1). In
addition, the Journal will also require the preregis-
tration of any commercially sponsored clinical trial,
including Phase I and II trials. We do not anticipate
registration of retrospective reviews or summaries of
standard clinical treatment. Clinical trials that meet
the above requirement and commence after July 1,
2007 must be registered prior to enrollment of the
first patient. Relevant trials that began before this date
must be registered prior to editorial review. Regis-
tration must be indicated by providing the unique
study number assigned at www.clinicaltrials.gov, the
principle site of registration sponsored by the
National Library of Medicine (NLM). Detailed
directions and a tutorial for registering a trial are
available at http://prsinfo.clinicaltrials. gov. Authors
of unregistered trials or those with inadequate infor-
mation in the registry will be given an opportunity to
convince the Editors that their rationale for omitting
this was critical, but it is the Journal’s expectation that
clincal trials involving prospective comparison of
treatment or any that are commercially sponsored will
all be registered after July 1, 2007.

SUBMISSION OF ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPT
The Journal’s requirements for submission of

a manuscript are in accordance with “Uniform
Requirements for Manuscripts Submitted to Bio-
medical Journals: Writing and Editing for Biomedical
Publication” of the International Committee of
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Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE), published in
JAMA 1997;227:927-34 and available at http://
www.icmje.org/index.html. This article is not
covered by copyright and can be reproduced and
distributed if such use is not for profit. The instruc-
tions for authors are summarized below.

General requirements
Length. The length of clinical and basic research

study manuscripts, including abstract (maximum 400
words), text (average 3200 words and maximum
3500 words), tables (one per page), copies of each
figure (one per page), figure legends, and reference
list, should not exceed 25 typewritten double-spaced
pages with a 12-point font and 1-inch margins. Note
that authors can include additional data (eg, details
of methods, statistical analysis, tables, discussions) as
appendices that will be published on the Journal’s
Web site but not in the print version. Manuscripts
that do not meet these guidelines will be sent back to
the authors for editing before review.

Submission of manuscripts. Manuscripts should
be submitted to the Journal of Vascular Surgery�

electronically, using the Web-based system Editorial
Manager. To submit a manuscript, authors should
login to the Web site http://jvs.editorialmanager.
com, where detailed instructions can be found.
Manuscripts, including figures and tables, are
submitted via this Web site in multiple files. To use
this system authors must have an Internet connec-
tion, an e-mail program, a Web browser, Microsoft
Word, and Adobe Acrobat Reader (which can be
downloaded at no charge at the above Web site).

Formatting instructions. Manuscripts must be
created using Microsoft Word and uploaded in
Editorial Manager.

d Double-space all sections (ie, abstract, text,
acknowledgments, references, figure legends,
and tables).

d Use at least 1-inch margins on all sides.
d Use 12-point Times New Roman font.
d Number the pages consecutively in the upper
right corner.

Basic information for electronic submission.
To upload a manuscript using Editorial Manager,
authors must provide the following information:

d A concise, informative, declarative title of the
manuscript;

d The preferred name(s), initials, and surname of
the author(s) and their highest earned academic
degrees, listed in the order that these should
appear if the manuscript is published;

d Departmental and institutional affiliations of
each author;

d A completed Author Role, Originality, and
Conflict of Interest form, including all financial
or material support provided to the authors;

d The meeting, session (ie, plenary session, poster
presentation, etc), date, and place where the
paper was presented, if applicable;

d The name and address of the person to whom
correspondence is to be addressed;

d The name and address of the author to whom
requests for reprints should be addressed (if
reprints will be available).

Forms to be transmitted with submitted manu-
scripts. All manuscripts must be accompanied by
a completed Author Role, Originality, and Conflict of
Interest form. This information will be provided to
reviewers andEditors for their evaluationof appropriate
involvement. A conflict of interest statement will be
published with each manuscript based on the informa-
tion provided on this form. Authors are referred to
a detailed publication on this topic (Johnston KW,
RutherfordRB.Disclosure of conflict of interest. J Vasc
Surg 1999;30:200-2). If an author fails to disclose
his/her conflicts interests, the actions open to the
Editors are described in Johnston KW, Rutherford RB.
Failure to disclose competitive interests. J Vasc Surg
2000;31:1306. The Journal is a member of the
Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE) and will
follow its guidelines. More information about COPE
may be found at http://publicationethics.org/.

On the Author Role, Originality, and Conflict of
Interest form, you must also report the unique study
number assigned at www.cliniclatrials.gov if your study
meets our requirements for registration (see theClinical
Trial Registration section.) In addition, the authors
must make a meaningful disclosure regarding their
discussions of off label or unapproved drugs or devices.

Finally, all revised manuscripts must be accompa-
nied by a Review Response form and an Author
Contribution Statement form. These forms are
available for download from the Editorial Manager
Welcome page (http://jvs.editorialmanager.com).

Material to be submitted after manuscript
acceptance.

The Copyright Transfer form will be collected by
the Publisher. After a manuscript is accepted, the
Publisher will contact the corresponding author and
send out a form to sign.

For further assistance and clarification, please
contact:

Jessica Brabant - Managing Editor
jbrabant@vascularsociety.org
Phone: 603-523-2222
Consent to reproduce data. It is the authors’

responsibility to obtain written consent from the
copyright owner to reproduce direct quotations,
tables, or illustrations that have appeared in copy-
righted material and to provide complete information
regarding their source. Similarly, permission must be
obtained for tables and figures that have been modi-
fied from other publications. Such permissions must
be obtained prior to manuscript submission and be
provided to the Publisher when the Copyright
Transfer form is collected. You can obtain permission
to reproduce most content from the Copyright
Clearance Center at www.copyright.com

Patient consent. Photographs of identifiable
persons must be accompanied by signed releases from
patients or from both living parents or guardians of
minors. As per AMA Style, inserting black bars over
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