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SUMMARY
The 2014 Ebola outbreak in West Africa, primariffeating Guinea, Sierra Leone, and
Liberia, has exceeded all previous Ebola outbrégakise number of cases and in international
response. There have been 20 significant outbr&fakbola virus disease in Sub-Saharan
Africa prior to the 2014 outbreak, the largest pdimat in Uganda in 2000, with 425 cases
and a mortality of 53%. Since the first outbreakSudan and Zaire in 1976, transmission
within health facilities has been of major concexffiecting healthcare workers and acting as
amplifiers of spread into the community. The latkesources for infection control and
personal protective equipment are the main rea®omsocomial transmission. Local
strategies to improve infection control, and a greanderstanding of local community views
on the disease, have helped to bring outbreaks wodérol. Recommendations from
previous outbreaks include improved disease slaneit to enable more rapid health
responses, the wider availability of personal prote equipment, and greater international
preparedness.
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Introduction

The current 2014 extensive outbreak of Ebola uitisease (EVD) in West Africa has
resulted in more cases and deaths than all pre&@visoutbreaks combined. There has been
a particularly high transmission to, and mortalityhealthcare workers (HCWSs).
Nosocomial transmission has been a major causedfidity and mortality in EVD since the

first outbreaks described in Sudan and Zaire (n@mbcratic Republic of Congo, DRC) in
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