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Introduction

Small cell lung cancer (SCLC) is one of the four major
histological types of lung cancer. The incidence of SCLC
in developed countries has declined in recent years,
presumably because of changes in cigarette composition.
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In the United States, SCLC is estimated to represent
approximately 16% of new lung cancer diagnoses, which
equates to approximately 35,000 new cases annually. In
underdeveloped countries the percentage of SCLC cases
may be higher. SCLC presents with a very large number
of genetic alterations, including alterations of tumor
suppressor genes, and copy number gains and other
somatic mutations in transcription factors, enzymes
involved in chromatin modification, and receptor tyro-
sine kinases and their downstream signaling compo-
nents." SCLC has a high propensity for early spread and a
high initial responsiveness to cytotoxic chemotherapy
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