
Radiofrequency radiation injures trees around mobile phone
base stations

Cornelia Waldmann-Selsam a, Alfonso Balmori-de la Puente b, Helmut Breunig c, Alfonso Balmori d,⁎
a Karl-May-Str. 48, 96049 Bamberg, Germany
b C/Navarra, 1 5°B, 47007 Valladolid, Spain
c Baumhofstr. 39, 37520 Osterode, Germany
d Consejería de Medio Ambiente, Junta de Castilla y León, C/Rigoberto Cortejoso, 14 47071 Valladolid, Spain

H I G H L I G H T S

• High frequency nonionizing radiation is
becoming increasingly common.

• This study found a high level of damage
to trees in the vicinity of phone masts.

• Deployment has been continued with-
out consideration of environmental im-
pact.
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In the last two decades, the deployment of phone masts around the world has taken place and, for many years,
there has been a discussion in the scientific community about the possible environmental impact from mobile
phone base stations. Trees have several advantages over animals as experimental subjects and the aim of this
studywas to verifywhether there is a connection between unusual (generally unilateral) tree damage and radio-
frequency exposure. To achieve this, a detailed long-term (2006–2015) field monitoring studywas performed in
the cities of Bamberg and Hallstadt (Germany). During monitoring, observations and photographic recordings of
unusual or unexplainable tree damage were taken, alongside the measurement of electromagnetic radiation. In
2015 measurements of RF-EMF (Radiofrequency Electromagnetic Fields) were carried out. A polygon spanning
both citieswas chosen as the study site,where 144measurements of the radiofrequency of electromagneticfields
were taken at a height of 1.5 m in streets and parks at different locations. By interpolation of the 144 measure-
ment points, we were able to compile an electromagnetic map of the power flux density in Bamberg and Hall-
stadt. We selected 60 damaged trees, in addition to 30 randomly selected trees and 30 trees in low radiation
areas (n=120) in this polygon. Themeasurements of all trees revealed significant differences between the dam-
aged side facing a phonemast and the opposite side, aswell as differences between the exposed side of damaged
trees and all other groups of trees in both sides. Thus, we found that side differences inmeasured values of power
flux density corresponded to side differences in damage. The 30 selected trees in low radiation areas (no visual
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contact to any phonemast and powerfluxdensity under 50 μW/m2) showed no damage. Statistical analysis dem-
onstrated that electromagnetic radiation frommobile phonemasts is harmful for trees. These results are consis-
tent with the fact that damage afflicted on trees by mobile phone towers usually start on one side, extending to
the whole tree over time.

© 2016 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.

1. Introduction

Formany years, there has been a discussion in the scientific commu-
nity about whether artificial radiofrequency radiation has harmful ef-
fects on living organisms and, more specifically, on the environmental
impact from mobile phone base stations (Panagopoulos et al., 2016).
Trees have several advantages over animals as experimental subjects:
they are continuously exposed to radiation in a constant orientation in
the electromagnetic field due to their inability to move (Vian et al.,
2016). Additionally, it is possible to easily document changes over
time, such as disturbed growth, dying branches, and premature colour
change of leaves. Moreover, the damage to trees is objective and cannot
be attributed to psychological or psychosomatic factors.

Plants are specialized in the interception of electromagnetic radia-
tion (light) but radiofrequency radiation impact on plants, which is be-
coming common in the environment because of the exponential use of
mobile phone technology, has received little attention and his physio-
logical effect has long been considered negligible.

Since the mid-twentieth century, several researchers have investi-
gated the effects of electromagnetic radiation on plants, both in the lab-
oratory (Kiepenheuer et al., 1949; Brauer, 1950; Harte, 1950, 1972;
Jerman et al., 1998; Lerchl et al., 2000; Sandu et al., 2005; Roux et al.,
2006, 2008; Sharma et al., 2009; Tkalec et al., 2005, 2009; Beaubois et
al., 2007; Kundu and IEEE, 2013; Pesnya and Romanovsky, 2013;
Cammaerts and Johansson, 2015; Grémiaux et al., 2016; Vian et al.,
2016), and in nature (field observations) (Bernatzky, 1986; Volkrodt,
1987, 1991; Selga and Selga, 1996; Balodis et al., 1996; Haggerty,
2010). Both kinds of study have frequently found pernicious effects.

Around the world, phone masts have been deployed in the last two
decades everywhere. Preliminary published studies have indicated del-
eterious effects of radiofrequency radiation on trees (Balmori, 2004;
Van't Wout, 2006; Schorpp, 2011; Waldmann-Selsam, 2007;
Waldmann-Selsam and Eger, 2013), cautioning that research on this
topic is extremely urgent (Balmori, 2015). However, these early warn-
ings have had no success and deployment has been continued without
consideration of environmental impact.

In a review of the effects of environmental microwaves on plants
(Jayasanka and Asaeda, 2013), it was indicated that effects depend on
the plant family and the growth stage, as well as the exposure duration,
frequency, and power density. This review concluded that most studies
that address the effects of microwaves on animals and plants have doc-
umented effects and responses at exposures below limits specified in
the electromagnetic radiation exposure guidelines and it is therefore
necessary to rethink these guidelines (Jayasanka and Asaeda, 2013).

Since 2005, on the occasion of medical examinations of sick resi-
dents living near mobile phone base stations, changes in nearby trees
(crown, leaves, trunk, branches, growth…) were observed at the same
time as clinical symptoms in humans occurred. Since 2006 tree damages
in the radiation field of mobile phone base stations were documented
(http://kompetenzinitiative.net/KIT/KIT/baeume-in-bamberg/). In the
radio shadow of buildings or that one of other trees, the trees stayed
healthy.

Additionally, unilateral crown damage, beginning on the side facing
an antenna, pointed to a possible link between RF-EMF (Radiofrequency
Electromagnetic Fields) and tree damage. We carried out measure-
ments on both sides of unilaterally damaged trees. Most of the trees
had been exposed to RF-EMF for at least five years. Each time we

found considerable differences between the measured values on the
damaged and on the healthy side.

The aimof thepresent studywas to verifywhether there is a connec-
tion between unusual (generally unilateral) tree damage and radiofre-
quency exposure.

2. Materials and methods

The official information of 65mobile phone sites in the neighbouring
cities Bamberg and Hallstadt was extracted from the EMF database
(EMF-Datenbank) of the German Federal Network Agency
(Bundesnetzagentur, inMarch 2011 andOctober 2015). Each site certif-
icate (“Standortbescheinigung”) provides information on themounting
height of antennas, the number and main beam direction of the sector
antennas, the number of omnidirectional antennas (ND), the number
of other transmitters, as well as the horizontal and vertical safety dis-
tances. The current specifications of the transmission facilities are avail-
able at: http://emf3.bundesnetzagentur.de/karte/Default.aspx

On most of the 65 mobile phone sites several sector antennas emit-
ting RF-EMF with differences in frequency, modulation and other phys-
ical characteristics are installed (GSM 900, GSM 1800, UMTS, LTE (4th
generation), TETRA). In 2011 there was a total of 483 sector antennas,
in 2015 a total of 779 sector antennas.

Numerical code, address and UTM 32N coordinates for the 65
Mobile phone (base stations) sites in Bamberg and Hallstadt are
shown in Table 1.

Between 2006 and 2015 there was observation and documentation
of tree damages. There were some preliminary measurements on both
sides of unilaterally damaged trees and approximately 700 trees in
Bamberg and Hallstadt were visited. The condition of numerous trees
has been documented in photographs. The photographs record the
state of trees showing damage patterns not attributable to diseases,
pests, drought or other environmental factors in order to monitor dam-
age and growth over several years (in 2006, Olympus FE-100 was used;
since 2007, Panasonic DMC-FZ50 was used).

In 2015we selected a polygonal study site, with anapproximate area
of 30 km2, which includes partial municipalities of Bamberg and Hall-
stadt (70 km2). The study area with the location of the phone masts in
the layer of natural areas and municipalities is shown in Fig. 1. In this
area, different measurements (see below) were done both for having
a radiationmap and for knowingwhich are the incident power densities
beside different trees. In spite of the fact that measurements are chang-
ing continuously, they do not show significant differences between
times (own data, see below).

In this polygon, we performed 144 measurements of the radiofre-
quency electromagnetic fields at a height of 1.5 m at different points
in the city. These measurements were taken in streets and parks and
allowed the preparation of an electromagnetic map of Bamberg and
Hallstadt with their interpolation. The measurements were carried out
with an EMF-broadband analyzer HF 59B (27–3300 MHz) and the hor-
izontal-isotrope broadband antenna UBB27_G3, (Gigahertz Solutions).
Measurements of the sum peak values of power flux density were in
μW/m2, which can be converted in V/m.

In general, a sector antenna covers an angle of 120° and the radiation
of the sector antennas is distributed inmain and secondary beams, bun-
dled vertically and horizontally. The high-frequency emissions are
reflected/diffracted and/or absorbed by buildings and trees. Therefore,
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