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Abstract 

Schaubcylindrichnus coronus is a common trace fossil occurring in post-Cretaceous 

shallow marine deposits. It consists of a sheaf or bundle of thickly lined tubes, with the 

tube linings usually composed of colorless minerals (“mineral-lined” type). Recently, 

many peculiar specimens of S. coronus, whose tube linings are composed mainly of 

tests of the larger benthic foraminifer Operculina complanata japonica 

(“Operculina-lined” type), have been found in the inner shelf deposits of the late 

Miocene Kaichigo Formation in the Miyazaki Group, southwestern Japan. The 

“Operculina-lined” specimens occur in association with funnel-shaped concentrations 

of Operculina tests. In some specimens, the end of the tube directly connects to the 

concentration. We consider these concentrations to be the product of feeding funnels 

filled with Operculina tests that were delivered from shallower marine settings in 
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