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Highlights   

● Insect saliva plays an important role in host plant-insect dynamics. 

● Genomic studies have begun to unravel specific roles of Lepidoptera saliva in 

herbivory. 

● The composition of insect saliva changes depending on several factors 

including diet. 

● Functional studies of molecules identified in the saliva of herbivore 

Lepidoptera are necessary to confirm their role.  

● Lepidoptera saliva potentially mediates complex ecological interactions. 
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