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Conspecific observational learning by adult doga training context
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Abstract

The role of observational learning in dogs has drgveat interest from the scientific
community. However, only a few studies explorecpitéential use for training purposes. The aim
of the present study was to assess the potentiafibef conspecific observational learning in ado
training context. Fifty adult Labrador retrieversne recruited at the Italian Water Rescue School.
Dogs were equally distributed between basic andmackd training level and assigned to
demonstration and control groups.

The experimental procedure consisted of two ph&esse 1, intended to ascertain that dogs
could not perform the selected exercise when regddsy their handlers; Phase 2, to assess
whether they would perform the same exercise #itepbservation of a conspecific demonstrator.
The tests were performed outdoors in a fenceditigiarea and one out of two dynamic exercises

were selected for each dog: jumping on a trunkogr ¢n a slide for children. The outcome of Phase
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