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Abstract 15 

We investigated interactions among seasonal fluctuations in phytoplankton biomass, riverine nutrient flux, 16 

and the fluxes of nutrients entrained by estuarine circulation in Tango Bay, Japan, to determine the 17 

influence of freshwater inflows to an open bay on coastal phytoplankton productivity. The riverine nutrient 18 

flux was strongly regulated by river discharge. Estuarine circulation was driven by river discharge, with 19 
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